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the Internet, or you may request a 
copy of it by mail. 

§ 503.6 Restrictions on some agency 
records. 

Under the U.S. Information and Edu-
cational Exchange Act of 1948 (22 
U.S.C. 1461, as amended), the BBG is 
prohibited from disseminating within 
the United States information about 
the U.S., its people, and its policies 
when such materials have been pre-
pared by the Agency for audiences 
abroad. This includes films, radio 
scripts and tapes, videotapes, books, 
and similar materials produced by the 
Agency. However, this law does provide 
that upon request, such information 
shall be made available at BBG, for ex-
amination only, by representatives of 
the press, magazines, radio systems 
and stations, research students or 
scholars and available, for examination 
only, to Members of Congress. 

§ 503.7 Fees. 
(a) Fees to be charged—categories of re-

quests. Paragraphs (a)(1) though (3) and 
(b) through (e) of this section explain 
each category of request and the type 
of fees that we will generally charge. 
However, for each of these categories, 
the fees may be limited, waived, or re-
duced for the reasons given in para-
graph (e) of this section. ‘‘Request’’ 
means asking for records, whether or 
not you refer specifically to the Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA). Re-
quests from Federal agencies and court 
orders for documents are not included 
within this definition. ‘‘Review’’ 
means, when used in connection with 
processing records for a commercial 
use request, examining the records to 
determine what portions, if any, may 
be withheld, and any other processing 
that is necessary to prepare the records 
for release. It includes only the exam-
ining and processing that are done the 
first time we analyze whether a spe-
cific exemption applies to a particular 
record or portion of a record. It does 
not include the process of researching 
or resolving general legal, or policy 
issues regarding exemptions. ‘‘Search’’ 
means looking for records or portions 
of records responsive to a request. It 
includes reading and interpreting a re-
quest, and also and line-by-line exam-

ination to identify responsive portions 
of a document. 

(1) Commercial use request. If your re-
quest is for a commercial use, BBG will 
charge you the costs of search, review 
and duplication. ‘‘Commercial use’’ 
means that the request is from or on 
behalf of one whom seeks information 
for a use or purpose that furthers the 
commercial, trade, or profit interests 
of the requester or of a person on 
whose behalf the request is made. 
Whether a request is for a commercial 
use depends on the purpose of the re-
quest and how the records will be used; 
the identity of the requester (indi-
vidual, non-profit corporation, for-prof-
it corporation), or the nature of the 
records, while in some cases may indi-
cate the purpose or use is not nec-
essarily determinative. When a request 
is made by a representative of the news 
media, a purpose of use which supports 
the requester’s news dissemination 
function is deemed to be a non-com-
mercial use. 

(2) Educational and scientific institu-
tions and news media. If you are an edu-
cational institution or a non-commer-
cial scientific institution, operated pri-
marily for scholarly or scientific re-
search, or a representative of the news 
media, and your request is not for a 
commercial use, BBG will charge you 
only for the duplication of documents. 
Also BBG will not charge you the copy-
ing costs for the first 100 pages of du-
plication. ‘‘Educational institution’’ 
means a preschool, elementary or sec-
ondary school, institution of under-
graduate or graduate higher education, 
or institution of professional or voca-
tional education. ‘‘Non-commercial sci-
entific institution’’ means an institu-
tion that is not operated substantially 
for purposes of furthering its own or 
someone else’s business, trade, or prof-
it interests, and that is operated for 
purposes of conducting scientific re-
search whose results are not intended 
to promote any particular product or 
industry. ‘‘Representative of the news 
media’’ means a person actively gath-
ering news for an entity organized and 
operated to publish or broadcast news 
to the public. ‘‘News’’ means informa-
tion that is about current events or 
that would be of current interest to the 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 12:17 Apr 25, 2005 Jkt 205075 PO 00000 Frm 00123 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205075.XXX 205075


